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Application/Control Number: 09/991 ,900 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2161 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to the amendments filed on 10/31/2005. 
Claims 1-20 are pending for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Crouse et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,764,972) in view of Baca et al. (U.S. Patent No. 

5,898,593). 

As to claim 12, Crouse et al. [hereinafter referred as Crouse] discloses a system 
[Abstract, Fig. 2] for processing file input/output commands of one or more removable 
media from a storage device [e.g., see Fig. 9 and associated texts], the system 
comprising: 

a) a user interface [e.g., the network file interface (34) running on user node (10), 
Fig. 2 ] for receiving input/output identification data including the data to identify one or 
more media [e.g., the media type, volume serial Name, location and access attributes at 
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col. 14, line 47 - Col. 16, line 5 ] from the storage device for removing [e.g., col. 16, 
lines 50 - col. 17, line 12; col. 19, Removable Media Module processing section; the 
unload media processing (492, Fig. 16e)]. 

b) a data file stored in a memory device for storing the export identification data 
[e.g., the Removable Media Reserved File 194, Fig. 9; col. 19, lines 37-51] ; 

c) a task control subsystem [e.g. the AFS Control Program (40), Fig. 2] for 
retrieving [e.g. via the Scan module 192, Fig. 9] the export identification data from the 
data file and controlling the library to cause the export of the selected media [e.g., Fig. 9 
and associate texts specifically col. 20, lines 14-39]. 

Crouse did not specifically disclose the file input/output commands including a 
scheduling of an exporting processing. 

However, Baca et al. (herein after referred as Baca) discloses a data storage 
system to automatically scheduling an import and export I/O commands for removable 
devices [e.g., Title, Abstract, col. 7, lines 1-60]. 

Crouse and Baca are in the common field to process file input/output operations 
via a common interface, therefore, with the teachings of Crouse and Baca in front of 
him/her, an ordinary skilled person in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have been motivated to modify Crouse's user interface with the import and export 
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commands as disclosed by Baca, because by doing so, the combined system will 
facilitate a system user to schedule the import or export operation with ease. 

As to claims 13-14, except all the above, the combined system further discloses 
that the user interface is configured to allow a user to specify one or more media to be 
exported by one or more respective media identifiers/criteria [e.g., Crouse: col. 15, lines 
3-49] and store the specified media identifier/criteria [e.g., Crouse: col. 19, lines 37-51]. 

As to claim 15, except all the above, the combined system further discloses that 
the task control subsystem comprises an evaluator [e.g., Crouse: the AR module 184, 
Fig. 9] to evaluate the stored criteria to determine which one or more media in the 
library satisfy the specified one or more criteria [Crouse: col. 22, lines 8-27]. 

As to claim 16, except all the above, the combined system further discloses that 
system having an export history data file which containing a field associated with each 
media indicating the status of the export of the media [e.g. Crouse: the Archive Status 
field of the table between col. 21- col. 22], 

As to claim 17, the combined system further discloses that the user interface is 
configured to allow a user to specify a specific event following which the media is to be 
exported [e.g., if the system user specifies the life span for a remote file, once the life 
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span is exhausted, the file is eligible for termination when the media space is needed 
[e.g., Crouse: Fig. 14d, col. 22, lines 55-64]. 

As to claims 1-1 1 and 18-20, these claims recited similar features as cited in 
claims 12-17, in form of method or computer readable medium, hence are rejected for 
the same reason. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/31/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, the 
Office points out that one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references 
individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re 
Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 
231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Furthermore, as cited in the above paragraphs, Crouse specifically discloses a 
file archiving system [Abstract, Fig. 2 and associated texts] for processing input/output 
commands of one or more removable media from a storage device [e.g., see Fig. 9 and 
associated texts], wherein the system comprising the features as claimed by applicant 
and recited as following: 
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a user interface [e.g., the network file interface (34) running on user node (10), 
Fig. 2 ] for receiving input/output identification data including the data to identify one or 
more media [e.g., the media type, volume serial Name, location and access attributes at 
col. 14, line 47 - Col. 16, line 5] from the storage device for removing via Removable 
Media Module or the unload media processing, [e.g. col. 16, lines 50 - col. 17, line 12; 
col. 19, Removable Media Module processing section; the unload media processing 
(492, Fig. 16e)]. 

a data file stored in a memory device for storing the export identification data 
[e.g., the Removable Media Reserved File 194, Fig. 9; col. 19, lines 37-51] ; 

a task control subsystem [e.g. the AFS Control Program (40), Fig. 2] for retrieving 
[e.g. via the Scan module 192, Fig. 9] the export identification data from the data file 
and controlling the library to cause the export of the selected media [e.g., Fig. 9 and 
associate texts specifically col. 20, lines 14-39]. 

Additionally, Baca et al. (herein after referred as Baca) discloses a system having 
an interface for scheduling an import and export of removable devices [e.g., Title, 
Abstract, col. 7, lines 1-60; Note: the scheduling itself is a time based processing]. 
Hence, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would in fact, 
contrary to applicant's arguments, look to incorporate the scheduling import/export 
interface as taught by Baca into Crouse's system for the combined system to 
automatically schedule the import/export I/O commands in a timely manner and execute 
these commands in sequence to load/remove the removable media [e.g., Baca: col. 8, 
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lines 6-1 1]. Therefore, the examiner contends that there would be most definitely a 
reasonable expectation of success. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Y. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4016. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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